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MR. ECCL 


22nd, 2002. 


is Christopher 


City Fire Department, World Trade Cente 


Task Force. 


with 


E STON: 


M. RODRIGU 


The time is 2212 hours. 


Eccleston of the New Yor 


Today's date is Ja 


Gl 


nuary 


This 


TI am conducting an interview 


the following individual. 


numbe 


Please state your name, 


Depar 


EMT RODRIGU 


Rodriguez. 


EMT for the Fir 


EZ: 
Da. 


My badge number is 2267. 


title, shield 


r and assigned command area of the Fire 
tment of the City of New York. 


My name is Melvin 


I'm an 


Department, 


and my unit was 


15 David tour 2 that day. 


QO. Melvin, 
Trade Center disaster 
A. 


Yes, I was. 


Q. In your own 
me the details of the 

A. The details 
supposed to go home a 
sick. I had to work 
called 15 David. We 
to Our Lady of Mercy. 


something wrong when 


on 9/ 


words 


day? 


were you assigned to the World 


11? 


could you please tell 


of the day were I was 


t 7. 


Somebody banged in 


overtime. I worked the unit 
had a job. We took somebody 
I noticed there was 


I got 


to the hospital and 
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there was nobody in the emergency room, because 


everybody was in front of the TVs in the 


emergency room outside in the lobby. 

Somebody in the emergency room said 
your lieutenant, Angel Avila wants to speak to 
you. I picked up the phone, and he says, "What 
the heck are you doing? I need you -- you've got 


to be 63 to the World Trade Center. A plane hit 


the World Trade Center." 

So we got our patient signed for by the 
nurse, and we went down to the Henry Hudson 
Parkway and went all the way down to Manhattan. 


Q. When you were driving on the parkway, 


could you s the Trade Center at all? 
A. I wasn't driving; my partner was 


driving. I was teching that day. As we pulled 


up to Manhattan, they told us to switch to the 


Manhattan frequency because we were on citywide. 


As we pulled up, we heard a lot of screaming on 


the radio. Somebody was calling, "Mayday! 
Mayday! The first one just went down." 


We were down by Stuyvesant High School. 


There was a lot of dust. Everybody was picking 


up injured people covered in white soot. We had 
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a fireman there was a walking wounded facility 


across the street by Stuyvesant High School and 
we had a fireman that was covered in soot, 


screaming. He opened his eyes and you couldn't 


ven s his eyeballs because he was so covered 


in so much soot. We took him to the walking 


wounded. We rolled him up. There was a ramp 
there, an elevator. We took him up there. 


We went back down to our bus, and the 


lieutenants had us stay by Stuyvesant High 


School. 


Q. When you say "we," who are you 


referring to? Your partner for the day? 


A. My partner was Dwight Scott. 

QO. Dwight Scott? 

A. He was here in the 15th Battalion. 
Yes. That's his regular unit. 

QO. That's his regular unit? 

A. Yes. 

QO. When you arrived on the scene 


initially, can you just indicate on the map that 
I provided for you approximately where you parked 
your vehicle? 


A. We were on the west side. It might 
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have been Barclay or Murray. It was around 


there, by Vesey, pretty close there, or maybe 


Barclay might have been it. I'm not sure of the 
street. It might have been Barclay; Barclay, 
Murray or Vesey. It might have been -- I think 


it was Barclay, yes, because it was right by the 


Stuyvesant wherever the Stuyvesant High School 


is, it was across the street from the Stuyvesant 
High School. 


Q. Okay. Could you just indicate with a 


number 1 approximately where you think you parked 
the vehicle? 
A. I think I was parked around here. 
QO. Thank you. 
So now you arrived and this 
firefighter -- 
A. We arrived. We got this firefighter. 
We wheeled him upstairs. They had a gym up 
there. It wasn't Stuyvesant High School; it was 
on the other side of the West Side Highway. 
We took him up there, and other people 
in the medical role took care of him. We went 
back downstairs, and everybody was trying to use 


the phones to call home and say they were okay. 
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It was like a line there. All the phones wer 
down. Communications were down. 

We had no idea it was two planes. We 
had no idea it was terrorism. There was no 
communication. We just knew there was one plane. 
There was still One World Trade Center building 
standing, and it was on fire. 

When we finished with the fireman, we 
were around Barclay or Murray. They might have 


made us move back. There was a gas scare. I 


don't remember the time frame, but everybody 


started saying keep your ambulances away from 


manhole covers and sewers. Somebody yelled, 
"Everybody run for lives. There's a gas main 
leak. There might be an explosion." 


I got separated from my partner because 
everybody was running. An ambulance went by with 
broken windows and the back doors open. I jumped 


in the back of that ambulance. We ended up going 


by the Chelsea Piers. 
I really don't remember if that was 


when the second one came down, because to be 


honest with you it was so chaotic. I just 


remember little bits and pieces of that day. I 
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don't remember everything in a sequence. 


I remember the second one coming down, 


and we just stood there in shock. We were like, 


oh, my God. Everybody said, oh, my God. We had 


no idea this was going to happen, because w 


didn't know there were two planes. Me and my 
partner didn't; I don't know about everybody 
else. 

There was no communications. I didn't 
find out there were two planes and this was a 
terrorist act until 18 hours later when I got 


home and I put the TV on and my wife -- because I 


called my wife as we pulled into the World Trade 


Center. I told her what happened. I love you, a 


plane hit -- she put the TV on, and then she 
found out it was two planes. After calling her, 
she saw the second one. She saw them coming 


down. So they thought I was killed. 

So when I got home, she was crying, and 
we hugged each other. I finally took a shower 
because I had all this white stuff over me. I 
put the TV on and I realized, oh, my God, this is 
terrorism. We're at war. I thought this was an 


accident. 
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There was no communications. Everybody 
was so busy running around. A lot of us didn't 
know what was going on. That's why they say, oh, 


they were stupid, nobody should have been there, 


they should have known. Nobody knew nothing. We 


were just busy trying to help people. I didn't 


know it was two planes. To be perfectly honest 


with you, we still would have helped them, 


because it's only natural to want to help people. 


That was the devastating thing about 


this. When the second one went down, we went in. 


You're expecting hundreds of people to be 


injured. You're going to help people. It was a 


dead silence. Everybody was dead. There was 
nothing but body parts all over the place. It 


was a helpless feeling. You're all pumped up to 


save the world, and there's nobody to be saved. 


Everybody's dead. 


That's really what the shocking part 


about all of this was. The dead silence, the 
helplessness, the frustration, even guilt of 
being a survivor. You knew when you saw that 
second one come down all those people and the 


firefighters and everybody was dying. You 
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couldn't do nothing. You were helpless. That's 


what really hits you. 


After the second one went down, they 


said there was an ambulance and the lieutenants 


were telling us not to go in. I remember telling 
my partner, "Listen, this is bullshit" -- excuse 
my language -- "We've got people in there 


trapped. We're going in there." 
So six guys. I said, "Anybody got any 


balls, get in the back of my bus." There was 


supposed to be an ambulance called 19 something, 
and nobody heard from them. They were supposed 
to be behind the apartments over there by Battery 
Park. 


So six guys jumped in my ambulance and 


said we're going in, we're going to call this 


operation our guys. We're going to get our guys 
out of there. We went in there, we found the 
ambulance, but there was nobody in the ambulance. 
Hopefully they got out. 

Then we came back. You wanted to do 


something, and you couldn't do nothing. 


Everybody was dead. It was just a helpless 


feeling. It was just a helpless feeling. 
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I just kept on wor 


there. I worked the morgue 


day. In the beginning when 


morgue, it was a tent by the 


building. We, the EMS peopl 


through the body parts. 


You know, you get 


expect a body. There were n 


bags. We had to open up tho 


hands. Of course we had glo 


to go through those body par 


anything to associate that r 


of the servic whether i 


f 


littleblue thread, 
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king overtime down 
18 hours my next pass 
you worked the 


American Express 


e, we had to go 
a body bag in and 
o bodies. They were 
se red bags with our 
ves on. And you had 
ts, 


looking for 


emains with a member 


t was looking for a 


£ I did 


a piece o 


that for 18 hours, you know, 


I remember th 


quipment. 


and it was rough. 


res 


showed by ordering tables. 


be putting body parts on the 


anybody with disrespect Th 


remember, the respect they s 


of all those people. 


It was just a horr 


pect the coroner 
They didn't want to 
floor, treating 


at's something I 


howed for the remains 


ible situat 


don't know how else to descr 


been a horrible situation. 


ibe it. 
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It was just a horrible situation. I 
don't know how else to describe it. It was like 


living through hell. It was a sad, sad day. I 


don't know how else to describe it for you. 
Q. I think you've done a pretty good job. 
A. I thought I had seen a lot of horrible 
things in my life. In 13 years in the Bronx, 


I've seen the worst of everything as far as 
mutilizations, picking up body parts ona 
highway, 200 pieces, a guy run over by a 
tractor-trailer. 

But working at the morgue and picking 
up hands with wedding bands on them, knowing that 


they belonged to some loved one and picking up 


torsos, wallets with pictures of kids. Those 


were Americans, you know, decent people who died 
innocently. It was pretty tough. 


It's also brought the good out in 


people, and I think people are closer to God and 


people are -- I think we got too -- in this 


country we got too comfortable where we were so 
bored with our being -- having a balanced budget 


and living so good that we were so bored we 
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started fighting amongst each other: Your color 
is different than mine. Let me start with you. 
Or your religion is different. And this woke us 
up a little bit. 


People say we got caught with our pants 


down. We got caught without our pants even on. 


You know what I mean? 

I don't know how else to say it. It 
was just a horrible thing. But it brought a lot 
of good out of people. More people are going to 
Church now. I appreciate everything I have now, 
things I didn't appreciate: coming home and 


seeing my dogs in the yard and them licking me 


and seeing my five-year-old son. All the things 
I took for granted then I don't take for granted 
anymore. 

I don't know what else to say. I just 


hope all those people that passed away are happy 


in heaven and at peace with themselves. I don't 


know what else to say. 
Q. Is there anything else you would like 


to add to this interview in regards to 9/11 up 


till about maybe 2:00 in the afternoon? 


A. Up till 2:00 in the afternoon? It's 
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hard to get things in sequence because of the 


severity of the situation. It's like a horror 


movie you saw in, not slow motion, but fast 


speed. Your adrenaline was flowing. Sometimes 
bits and pieces come to you that you don't even 
remember. I'm like, oh, I remember that now, 
because your mind blocked out some of the things 
that were so horrible. 


I remember when I was a kid I used to 


get the paper with the little drops of candy and 
you would bite the candy. I remember in the 


morgue picking up a face, just a piece of skin 


with teeth on it like that. The things you saw 


down there were horrifying. 


Thank God now they don't have to do 


that. I remember the thr people I worked with 


the first time I worked in the morgue, they had 


q 


to be relieved. They couldn't take it. So I was 


there all by myself. I just tried to think these 


are families, people that were loved and they 
were good, decent people and somebody has to do 


this. If I could do it and show respect for 


their remains and treat them in a respectful way, 


I'm going to do it. That's the least I could do 
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for these people, besides pr 
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ay for them. 


I remember the pri 


st saying prayers 


over them befor 


for their souls, 


had a priest pray for 


We ven opened the bags. 


Everybody that died in the W 


their remains were treated w 


ct 


hem, 


that they d 


orld Trade Center, 
ith respect. They 


for their last rites, 


idn't suffer. 


And I think the families that don't 


know that should 


who had a family 


disrespectfully, 


know that, 


that there was nobody 


member's remains treated 


without pra 


yer, without respect, 


and I think that's very important that the 


families should know. 


Tf I could do something, I would want 


that to be known, that the f 


treated their family's remai 


were our own families, from 


ordered those met 


tal beds so 


amilies know that we 


ns as though they 
the coroners who 


nobody would be put 


on the floor to 


the remains. 


the priest t 


here that prayed over 


I think if there's one thing I could 


tell the people of New York is that their family 


members' 


remains were treated with respect and 


dignity. Maybe that will bring them some solace 
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in this whole sad situation. 
That's all I can say. 


Q. I thank you very much for conducting 


this interview. 


MR. ECCLESTON: This interview is being 


concluded at 2230 hours. The counter on the 


cassette player is 484 


